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The first 5,000 deaths came in just over a month. In less than five days, 
the second 5,000 followed. Article and more graphics, Page A14.

Symbols are scaled to represent the death toll 
for each metropolitan or micropolitan area.

How the Coronavirus Toll Grew
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Sources: New York Times database of cases and deaths, based on data from state and local 
health agencies and hospitals; U.S. Census Bureau. Data as of April 6, 2020 at 10 p.m., 
Eastern. Data for Puerto Rico is displayed at the territory level.
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The coronavirus is infecting
and killing black people in the
United States at disproportion-
ately high rates, according to data
released by several states and big
cities, highlighting what public
health researchers say are en-
trenched inequalities in re-
sources, health and access to care.

The statistics are preliminary
and much remains unknown be-
cause most cities and states are
not reporting race as they provide
numbers of confirmed cases and
fatalities. Initial indications from a
number of places, though, are
alarming enough that policymak-
ers say they must act immediately
to stem potential devastation in
black communities.

The worrying trend is playing
out across the country, among
people born in different decades
and working far different jobs.

There is Donnie Hoover, a judge
from Charlotte, N.C., who could
not shake a dry cough that arrived
in March. On the South Side of Chi-
cago, LaShawn Levi, a medical as-
sistant who rides the bus to work
each day, turned to tea and cough
syrup — “everything your
grandma taught you” — to treat a
headache and a cough. And in De-
troit, Glenn Tolbert, a union leader
for city bus drivers, was coughing
so much that he got tested.

“This is a call-to-action moment

for all of us,” said Lori Lightfoot,
the mayor of Chicago, who an-
nounced statistics of the outbreak
in her city this week. African-
Americans account for more than
half of those who have tested pos-
itive and 72 percent of virus-relat-
ed fatalities in Chicago, even
though they make up a little less

than a third of the population.
“Those numbers take your

breath away, they really do,” said
Ms. Lightfoot, who is the city’s
first black woman elected as may-
or. She added in an interview that
the statistics were “among the
most shocking things I think I’ve
seen as mayor.”

In Illinois, 43 percent of people
who have died from the disease 

BLACK AMERICANS
BEAR THE BRUNT

AS DEATHS CLIMB
Statistics From Certain Cities and States

Highlight Entrenched Inequality

This article is by John Eligon, Au-
dra D. S. Burch, Dionne Searcey and
Richard A. Oppel Jr.
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Mayor Lori Lightfoot of Chi-
cago cited “shocking” figures.
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A 39-year-old woman took
Flight 701 from Doha, Qatar, to
John F. Kennedy International
Airport in late February, the final
leg of her trip home to New York
City from Iran.

A week later, on March 1, she
tested positive for the coro-
navirus, the first confirmed case
in New York City of an outbreak
that had already devastated
China and parts of Europe. The
next day, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo,
appearing with Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio at a news conference, prom-
ised that health investigators
would track down every person on
the woman’s flight. But no one did.

A day later, a lawyer from New
Rochelle, a New York City suburb,
tested positive for the virus — an
alarming sign because he had not
traveled to any affected country,
suggesting community spread
was already taking place.

Although city investigators had
traced the lawyer’s whereabouts
and connections to the most
crowded corridors of Manhattan,
the state’s efforts focused on the
suburb, not the city, and Mr. de
Blasio urged the public not to
worry. “We’ll tell you the second
we think you should change your
behavior,” the mayor said on
March 5.

For many days after the first
positive test, as the coronavirus
silently spread throughout the
New York region, Mr. Cuomo, Mr.
de Blasio and their top aides pro-
jected an unswerving confidence
that the outbreak would be readily
contained.

There would be cases, they re-
peatedly said, but New York’s hos-
pitals were some of the best in the
world. Plans were in place. Re-
sponses had been rehearsed dur-
ing “tabletop” exercises. After all,
the city had been here before —
Ebola, Zika, the H1N1 virus, even 

How Outbreak
Kept New York
A Step Behind

Infighting, Delays and
Unheeded Warnings

By J. DAVID GOODMAN
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MILWAUKEE — Even before
voting began, there were lines
outside polling locations that
stretched for several blocks. Some
poll workers wore hazmat suits.
Nearly every voter wore a face
mask, removing it only to make
small talk that reflected a combi-
nation of determination and grim

humor about the extraordinary
experience of voting amid a
deadly pandemic.

For thousands of people across
Wisconsin on Tuesday, fears of the
coronavirus outbreak did not stop
them from participating in the
state’s elections, where critical
races such as the Democratic
presidential primary and a key
state Supreme Court seat were be-
ing decided.

“It feels bad to have to choose
between your personal safety and
your right to vote,” said Dan Bull-
ock, 40, as he waited to vote at
Washington High School on Mil-
waukee’s North Side. “But you 

In Wisconsin,
Sense of Strain

Shadows Vote
By ASTEAD W. HERNDON
and ALEXANDER BURNS

Voters lined up on Tuesday
outside a school in Milwaukee.
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WASHINGTON — President
Trump moved on Tuesday to oust
the leader of a new watchdog pan-
el charged with overseeing how
his administration spends tril-
lions of taxpayer dollars in coro-
navirus pandemic relief, the latest
step in an abruptly unfolding
White House power play against
semi-independent inspectors gen-
eral across the government.

The official, Glenn A. Fine, has
been the acting inspector general
for the Defense Department since
before Mr. Trump took office and
was set to become the chairman of
a new Pandemic Response Ac-
countability Committee to police
how the government carries out
the $2.2 trillion coronavirus relief
bill. But Mr. Trump replaced Mr.
Fine in his Pentagon job, disquali-
fying him from serving on the new
oversight panel.

The move came at a time when
the president has been reassert-
ing authority over the executive
branch and signaling impatience
with independent voices within
the government that he considers
disloyal. In recent days, he fired
an inspector general who re-
viewed the whistle-blower com-
plaint that led to his impeach-
ment, nominated a White House
aide to another key inspector gen-
eral post, declared that he would
ignore certain oversight provi-
sions in the new relief law and at-
tacked another inspector general
who criticized virus testing short-
ages.

Mr. Trump even cheered the fir-
ing of the captain of an aircraft
carrier for sending a letter to fel-
low Navy officers pleading for
help for his virus-stricken crew, 

President Ousts
Official Policing
Relief Spending

By CHARLIE SAVAGE
and PETER BAKER
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China on Wednesday ended its
lockdown of Wuhan, the city
where the coronavirus first
emerged and a potent symbol in a
pandemic that has killed tens of
thousands of people, shaken the
global economy and thrown daily
life into upheaval across the plan-
et.

But the city that has reopened
after more than 10 weeks is a pro-
foundly damaged one, a place
whose recovery will be watched
worldwide for lessons on how pop-
ulations move past pain and ca-
lamity of such staggering magni-
tude.

In Wuhan, sickness and death
have touched hundreds of thou-
sands of lives, imprinting them
with trauma that could linger for
decades. Businesses, even those
that have reopened, face a
wrenching road ahead, with slug-
gishness likely to persist. Neigh-
borhood authorities continue to
regulate people’s comings and go-
ings, with no return to normalcy in
sight.

The Chinese authorities sealed
off Wuhan, an industrial hub of 11
million people, in late January, in a
frantic attempt to limit the out-
break’s spread. At the time, many
outsiders saw it as an extreme
step, one that could be tried only
in an authoritarian system like 

As Limits Ease,
Wuhan Limps 

Into New Life
By RAYMOND ZHONG

and VIVIAN WANG
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Late Edition
Today, mostly cloudy, showers, high
63. Tonight, partly to mostly cloudy,
low 48. Tomorrow, mostly cloudy,
cooler, showers, especially morning,
high 56. Weather map, Page B8.
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Patricia Dowd, 57, San Jose, Calif., au-
ditor in Silicon Valley  •  Marion 
Krueger, 85, Kirkland, Wash., great-
grandmother with an easy laugh  •  
Jermaine Ferro, 77, Lee County, Fla., 
wife with little time to enjoy a new 
marriage  •  Cornelius Lawyer, 84, Bel-
levue, Wash., sharecropper’s son  •  Lo-
retta Mendoza Dionisio, 68, Los Ange-
les, cancer survivor born in the Phil-
ippines  •  Patricia Frieson, 61, Chica-
go, former nurse  •  Luis Juarez, 54, 
Romeoville, Ill., traveled often in the 
United States and Mexico  •  Merle C. 
Dry, 55, Tulsa, Okla., ordained minis-
ter  •  Alan Lund, 81, Washington, con-
ductor with “the most amazing ear”  •  
Black N Mild, 44, New Orleans, bounce 
D.J. and radio personality  •  Michael 
Mika, 73, Chicago, Vietnam veteran  •  
John Cofrancesco, 52, New Jersey, ad-
ministrator at a nursing facility  •  Don-
ald Raymond Haws, 88, Jacksonville, 
Fla., administered Holy Eucharist to 
hospital patients  •  Fred Walter Gray, 
75, Benton County, Wash., liked his ba-
con and hash browns crispy  •  JoAnn 
Stokes-Smith, 87, Charleston, S.C., 
loved to travel and covered much of 
the globe  •  Ronald W. Lewis, 68, New 
Orleans, preserver of that city’s per-
formance traditions  •  John-Sebastian 
Laird-Hammond, 59, Washington, D.C., 
member of a Franciscan monastery  •  
Carl Redd, 62, Chicago, squeezed in ev-
ery moment he could with his only 
grandchild  •  Larry Rathgeb, 90, West 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich., engineer be-
hind the first 200-m.p.h. stock car  •  
Alvin Elton, 56, Chicago, followed in 
his father’s footsteps as a pipefitter  •  
Arnold Obey, 73, San Juan, Puerto Ri-
co, educator and marathoner  •  Don-
ald J. Horsfall, 72, Rydal, Pa., co-wrote 
nine books about computing  •  Kevin 
Charles Patz, 64, Seattle, active in the 
AIDS Foundation  •  Mike Longo, 83, 
New York City, jazz pianist, compos-
er and educator  •  Walter Robb, 91, 
New York, former General Electric Co. 
executive  •  Dave Edwards, 48, New 
York City, college basketball assist 
wizard  •  Dez-Ann Romain, 36, New 
York City, innovative high school prin-
cipal  •  Laneeka Barksdale, 47, Detroit, 
ballroom dancing star  •  Carole 
Brookins, 76, Palm Beach, Fla., early 
woman on Wall Street and a World 
Bank official  •  George Freeman Win-
field, 72, Shelburne, Vt., could make 
anything grow  •  Harold L. Upjohn, 91, 
Burlingame, Calif., conducted clinical 
research at Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center  •  Terrence McNally, 81, 
Sarasota, Fla., Tony-winning play-
wright of gay life  •  Joseph Graham, 
67, Chicago, school custodian  •  There-
sa Elloie, 63, New Orleans, renowned 
for her business making detailed pins 
and corsages  •  Sterling Maddox Jr., 
78, Arlington, Va., developer known 
for his friendliness  •  Alan Finder, 72, 
Ridgewood, N.J., unflappable New 
York Times journalist  •  Floyd Cardoz, 
59, Montclair, N.J., Indian chef of fine 
dining  •  Kious Kelly, 48, New York 
City, nurse in the Covid fight  •  Romi 
Cohn, 91, New York City, saved 56 Jew-
ish families from the Gestapo  •  Ken-
neth R. Going, 87, Grafton, Wis., Green 
Bay Packers season ticket holder for 
50 years  •  Frederick Carl Harris, 70, 
Massachusetts, an exuberant laugh  •  
Irvin Herman, 94, Indianapolis, Army 
man modest about his service in the 
Pacific  •  Ricardo Castaneda, 64, New 
York City, caricaturist and psychiatrist 
who served his patients until the end  
•  Mark Blum, 69, New York City, Obie 
Award-winning stage and screen ac-
tor  •  Robert Earl Schaefer, 87, Seattle, 
radiologist, woodworker, artist and 
scholar  •  John C. West Jr., 71, Camden, 
S.C., avid observer and participant in 
South Carolina politics  •  Gerald An-
thony Morales, 91, Louisiana, an ency-
clopedic knowledge of old Hollywood  
•  Landon Spradlin, 66, Concord, N.C., 
preacher and blues guitarist  •  Maria 
Linda Villanueva Sun, 61, Newport 
News, Va., organized food programs 
for children in the Philippines  •  Su-
san Rokus, 73, Hamilton, Virginia, 
reading tutor focused on student suc-
cess  •  Freddy Rodriguez Sr., 89, Den-
ver, played the saxophone at Denver’s 
oldest jazz club for 40 years  •  Chris-
tine McLaurin, 86, Chicago, never at a 
loss for words  •  Peggy Rakestraw, 72, 
Matteson, Ill., loved reading, especial-
ly mystery novels  •  Wanda Bailey, 63, 
Crete, Ill., one of nine siblings  •  Roc-
co Patrick Ursino, 90, Bellevue, Wash., 
preceded in death by his wife of 65 
years  •  Sandy Pratt, 92, Bellevue, 
Wash., engineer forever chasing the 
wind  •  Leroy Perryman Jr., 74, Hazel 
Crest, Ill., ultimate entertainer  •  Mary 
Virginia McKeon, 65, Chicago, de-
voured art in every medium  •  Roger 
Lehne, 93, Fargo, N.D., could be a 

real jokester  •  Michael Sorkin, 71, New 
York City, champion of social justice 
through architecture  •  George Valen-
tine, 66, Washington, D.C., lawyer who 
mentored others  •  James Quigley, 77, 
Chicago, rebel of the family  •   Sherman 
Pittman, 61, Chicago, dedicated his life 
to his church and his neighborhood  •  
Susan McPherson Gottsegen, 74, Palm 
Beach, Fla., loyal and generous friend 
to many  •  Andreas Koutsoudakis, 59, 
New York City, trailblazer for TriBe-
Ca  •  Bob Barnum, 64, St. Petersburg, 
Fla., leader in Florida Pride events  •  
Noel Sinkiat, 64, Olney, Md., nurse 
planning for retirement  •  Thomas E. 
Anglin, 85, Cumming, Ga., created ma-
ny wonderful memories for his fami-
ly  •  Robert Manley Argo Jr., 75, South 
Bay, Calif., member of Del Amo Fly-
ers  •  Michael McKinnell, 84, Beverly, 
Mass., architect of Boston’s monumen-
tal City Hall  •  Huguette Dorsey, 94, 
Somerville, N.J., coached several 
championship-winning junior high 
girls basketball teams  •  Lynne Sier-
ra, 68, Roselle, Ill., grandmother who 
was always full of ideas  •  Louvenia 
Henderson, 44, Tonawanda, N.Y., 
proud single mother of three  •  Carol 
Sue Rubin, 69, West Bloomfield, Mich., 
loved travel, mahjong and crossword 
puzzles  •  Marion Lucille Kujda, 92, 
Royal Oak, Mich., would use chalk and 
oil paints to capture family portraits  
•  Alice Chavdarian, 92, Michigan, lov-
ing, generous and adventurous spirit  
•  Bassey Offiong, 25, Michigan, saw 
friends at their worst but brought out 
their best  •  Bobby Joseph Hebert, 81, 
Cut Off, La., a 33-year career with the 
Louisiana Department of Transporta-
tion  •  Minette Goff Cooper, 79, Louisi-
ana, loved big and told people she 
loved them all the time  •  Jéssica Be-
atriz Cortez, 32, Los Angeles, immi-
grated to the United States three 
years ago  •  Marie Caronia, 84, Inwood, 
N.Y., iconic figure in the Inwood com-
munity  •  April Dunn, 33, Baton Rouge, 
La., advocate for disability rights  •  Ce-
dric Dixon, 48, New York City, police 
detective in Harlem with a gift for in-
terrogation  •  William Helmreich, 74, 
Great Neck, N.Y., sociologist who 
walked New York City  •  Harvey Ba-
yard, 88, New York, grew up directly 
across the street from the old Yankee 
Stadium  •  Maxwell M. Mozell, 90, Syr-
acuse, N.Y., founded the Association 
for Chemoreception Sciences  •  Tim-
othy J. Liszewski, 60, Columbia, S.C., 
active member of the South Carolina 
Progressive Network  •  Eastern Stew-
art Jr., 71, Annapolis, Md., veteran with 
a gift for peacemaking  •  Freda Ocran, 
51, New York City, nurse with a zest 
for travel and knowledge  •  Douglas 
Hickok, 57, Pennsylvania, military’s 
first virus casualty  •  Luiza Ogorodnik, 
84, Skokie, Ill., emigrated from 
Ukraine  •  Thomas A. Real, 61, New-
town, Pa., was at peace on his Harley  
•  Julian Anguiano-Maya, 51, Chicago, 
life of the party  •  Sandra Piotrowski, 
77, Tinley Park, Ill., worked as a meat-
cutter for Jewel supermarkets  •  Rob-
ert Rust, 88, Greensburg, Ind., com-
petitive athlete, up until his last years  
•  Melvin Pumphrey, 80, Chicago 
Heights, Ill., relished his role as a men-
tor  •  Angel Escamilla, 67, Naperville, 
Ill., assistant pastor  •  Marguerite M. 
Horgus, 86, Sweetgrass, Mont., her 
hospitality was known throughout 
Toole County and beyond  •  Joseph Mi-
cajah Thomas II, 88, New York City, 
represented theatrical, TV and mov-
ie personalities  •  Beryl Bernay, 94, 
New York City, actress and children’s 
TV host  •  John Joseph Reed Jr., 74, Ed-
monds, Wash., passionate about re-
taining his town’s small-town atmo-
sphere  •  Sidney Siegel, 92, Woodbury, 
N.Y., pioneer in the promotional prod-
ucts industry  •  Robert M. Weintraub, 
96, New York, a long career in the im-
port-export business  •  Joe Diffie, 61, 
Nashville, Grammy-winning country 
music star  •  Herman Boehm, 86, Flor-
ida, retired architect always eager to 
travel  •  Horace Saunders, 96, Mount 
Airy, Md., tailor  •  Gary Holmberg, 77, 
Mount Airy, Md., retired firefighter  •  
Chad Capule, 49, Fond du Lac, Wis., 
I.T. project manager remembered for 
his love of trivia  •  Robert Garff, 77, 
Utah, former speaker of the Utah 
House, auto executive and philanthro-
pist  •  Phillip Thomas, 48, Chicago, his 
Walmart co-workers were like family  
•  Alan Merrill, 69, New York City, song-
writer of “I Love Rock ‘n’ Roll”  •  Pe-
ter Sakas, 67, Northbrook, Ill., ran an 
animal hospital  •  Joseph Yaggi, 65, In-
diana, mentor and friend to many  •  
Mary Roman, 84, Norwalk, Conn., shot-
put champion and fixture in local pol-
itics  •  Lorena Borjas, 59, New York 
City, transgender immigrant activist  
•  James T. Goodrich, 73, New York City, 
surgeon who separated conjoined 
twins  •  Janice Preschel, 60, Teaneck, 
N.J., founded a food pantry  •  Jean-
Claude Henrion, 72, Atlantis, Fla., al-
ways rode Harley-Davidsons  •  Joseph 
J. Deren Jr., 75, Turners Falls, Mass., 
retired meter-reader  •  Gerald Cassi-
dy, 66, Peachtree Corners, Ga., own-
er of Shamrock Salvage & Appraisal 
Inc.  •  David Reissig, 82, Vermont, re-
tired from the U.S. Customs Agency 
after 28 years  •  Angelo Piro, 87, New 
York City, known for serenading 
friends with Tony Bennett songs  •  
Sandra Lee deBlecourt, 61, Maryland, 
loved taking care of people  •  Jose 
Vazquez, 51, Chicago, husband and fa-
ther  •  Alberto Castro, 86, Melrose 
Park, Ill., made time to create and lis-
ten to music  •  Jerry Manley, 58, Prince 
Frederick, Md., retired police sergeant  
•  Wallace Roney, 59, Paterson, N.J., 

jazz trumpet virtuoso  •  Cristina, 64, 
New York City, downtown New York 
singer with a cult following  •  Robert 
H. Westphal, 75, Fond du Lac, Wis., 
statesman in the construction indus-
try  •  Clair Dunlap, 89, Washington, pi-
lot still teaching people to fly at 88  •  
Marylou Armer, 43, Sonoma Valley, Ca-
lif., veteran police detective  •  Regina 
D. Cullen, 81, Shrewsbury, Mass., small 
in stature but strong in spirit  •  San-
dra Santos-Vizcaino, 54, New York City, 
beloved public school teacher  •  Frank 
Gabrin, 60, New York City, emergen-
cy room doctor who died in husband’s 
arms  •  Sterling E. Matthews, 60, 
Midlothian, Va., cancer survivor who 
served as a deacon  •  Alby Kass, 89, 
California, lead singer of a Yiddish folk 
group  •  Roger Eckart, 78, Indiana, re-
tired firefighter and old-school barber  
•  Martin Douglas, 71, New York City, 
maestro of a steel-pan band  •  Daniel 
Spector, 68, Memphis, mentor to oth-
er Memphis artists  •  Mary Minervini, 
91, Oak Lawn, Ill., sign-language in-
terpreter  •  Salomon S. Podgursky, 84, 
Morristown, N.J., loved to figure out 
how things worked  •  Dale E. Thur-
man, 65, Lexington, Ky., tailor known 
for his exacting work and strong opin-
ions  •  Ellis Marsalis, 85, New Orleans, 
jazz pianist and patriarch of a family 
of musicians  •  Richard Passman, 94, 
Silver Spring, Md., rocket engineer in 
the early days of supersonic flight  •  
David Driskell, 88, Hyattsville, Md., 
champion of African-American art  •  
Bucky Pizzarelli, 94, Saddle River, N.J., 
master of jazz guitar  •  Tarlach Mac-
Niallais, 57, New York City, Belfast-
born fighter for L.B.G.T. and disabili-
ty rights  •  Antonio Checo, 67, New 
York City, social worker  •  Albert Pet-
rocelli, 73, New York City, fire chief 
who answered the call on 9/11  •  Ad-
am Schlesinger, 52, Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., songwriter for rock, film and the 
stage  •  Frederick Brown Starr, 87, 
Greensboro, N.C., liked the mental 
challenges of business  •  Douglas Al-
an Roberts, 69, Vancouver, Wash., au-
thority on aviation  •  Muriel M. Going, 
92, Cedarburg, Wis., taught her girls 
sheepshead and canasta  •  Beverly 
Collins, 83, Portland, Maine, longtime 
registered nurse and hospital volun-
teer  •  Scott Melter, 60, Wyoming, 
Minn., worked as an engineer with 
Comcast  •  Florencio Almazo Morán, 
65, New York City, one-man army  •  
Jennifer Robin Arnold, 67, New York 
City, Broadway costume dresser  •  
John Nakawatase, 62, Lincolnwood, Ill., 
coach and Scout leader  •  Jesus Roman 
Melendez, 49, New York, famous in 
family circles for his birria beef stew  
•  Ralph Plaisance, 87, Massapequa, 
N.Y., “we called him the Grand 
Poobah”  •  Audrey Malone, 68, Chica-
go, sang gospel music as a member of 
the Malone Sisters  •  Terrence George 
Driscoll, 87, Plymouth, Mich., father 
figure  •  Lucius Hall, 87, Chicago, 
dubbed the “pistol-packing preacher”  
•  Ronnie Estes, 73, Stevensville, Md., 
always wanted to be near the ocean  •  
Anita Fial, 87, New York City, market-
ing expert who brought exotic foods 
to green grocers  •  Patricia Bosworth, 
86, New York City, actress who wrote 
biographies of famous friends  •  Azade 
Kilic, 69, New York, two-time cancer 
survivor  •  Marco DiFranco, 50, Chica-
go, police officer who was never at a 
loss for words  •  John E. Broadly, 84, 
Scituate, Mass., honored to march 
with the American Legion in many pa-
rades  •  Julia Maye Alexander, 81, Up-
land, Calif., taught math, English and 
history for over 30 years  •  Bruce W. 
Sowalski, 68, Sand Lake, N.Y., found 
his special place at Big Bowman Pond  
•  Samuel Kramer, 91, Potomac, Md., 
congregation’s founding member  •  Se-
an Boynes, 46, Annapolis, Md., phar-
macy manager with young daughters  
•  Norma Hoza, 101, Wilmette, Ill., mom 
to six sons  •  Nancy Ferguson, 77, Chi-
cago, true community activist  •  Har-
old L. Hayes, 96, Fort Wright, Ky., orig-
inal member of the Navy’s elite Un-
derwater Demolition Team  •  Glenn 
Daniel Bellitto, 62, New York, town 
councilman  •  Robert Lee Amos, 66, 
Columbus, Ind., expert marksman and 
firearms instructor  •  Lula Fitzpatrick, 
85, Dolton, Ill., part of a tightknit fam-
ily  •  Judith Plotkin-Goldberg, 88, Mas-
sachusetts, noted voiceover artist for 
radio and TV  •  Coby Adolph, 44, Chi-
cago, entrepreneur and adventurer  •  
Steven J. Huber, 64, Jefferson City, 
Mo., loved creating perfect smiles  •  

Charles Miles, 72, Chatham, Ill., retired 
therapist and mentor  •  Don Whan,  67, 
Indiana, sports fan who loved Purdue 
University  •  Albert K. Webster, 82, 
New York City, executive behind New 
York Philharmonic’s economic growth  
•  Kevin Masterson, 74, New York City, 
joined Goldman Sachs in 1975  •  Ran-
dy G. Addison, 64, Carrollton, Ga., sur-
vived being shot in the line of duty in 
1984  •  Ronald Willenkamp, 75, Wiscon-
sin, proud to have logged over five 
million miles behind the wheel  •  Lloyd 
Paul Leftwich, 91, Louisiana, inveter-
ate harmonica player  •  Helen Molina, 
85, Washington, all-around supporter 
of the Washington Huskies  •  Ronald 
Burdette Culp, 84, Redding, Calif., 
helped countless people by providing 
housing and support  •  Norman Walk-
er Jr., 80, China Township, Mich., 
shared his produce with food pantries 
and his neighbors  •  Peter Bainum, 82, 
Bethesda, Md., former aerospace en-
gineering professor at Howard Uni-
versity  •  Ann Kolb, 78, New York, lead-
er in integrating schools  •  Helen Kaf-
kis, 91, Chicago, known for her Greek 
chicken and stuffed peppers  •  John A. 

Bailargeon, 72, Dennisport, Mass., true 
outdoorsman  •  Viraf Darukhanawal-
la, 77, Hoffman Estates, Ill., worker at 
O’Hare International Airport  •  Ches-
ter Dwulet, 68, Burlington, Mass., 
proud Union Ironworker of Local 7 for 
45 years  •  John Timothy Barr, 76, 
Rochester Hills, Mich., trustee for the 
Retired Detroit Police and Firefight-
ers Association  •  Julie Butler, 62, New 
York City, veterinarian who served 
Harlem  •  Lila A. Fenwick, 87, New 
York City, first black woman to grad-
uate from Harvard Law School  •  Vin-
cent Lionti, 60, New York City, Met Op-
era violist and youth orchestra con-
ductor  •  Ann Youngerman Smoler, 87, 
New York City, had a passion for so-
cial justice  •  Thomas Waters, 56, New 
York City, armed the affordable hous-
ing movement with data and analysis  
•  Luke Workoff, 33, Huntington, N.Y., 
his relentless passion was for his fam-
ily and friends  •  José Díaz- Ayala, 38, 
Palm Beach, Fla., served with the 
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office for 
14 years  •  Antonio Nieves, 73, Chica-
go, always seemed to be busy with 
some home project  •  Jeanne Ham-
mond Byrnes, 97, Danbury, Conn., re-
ceived numerous awards for her ac-
counting skills  •  Alice Coopersmith 
Furst, 87, Kentfield, Calif., in the first 
class of girls admitted to the Bronx 
High School of Science  •  Bobby Lee 
Barber, 84, Buckley, Wash., Seahawks 
season-ticket holder  •  Thomas A. Ad-
amavich, 78, Sheboygan, Wis., espe-
cially proud of his Lithuanian heritage  
•  Kyra Swartz, 33, New York, volun-
teered for pet rescue organizations  •  
Rhoda Hatch, 73, Chicago, first in her 
family to graduate college  •  Regina 
Dix-Parsons, 75, Schenectady, N.Y., 
stalwart church gospel singer  •  Lak-
isha Willis White, 45, Orlando, Fla., 
was helping to raise some of her doz-
en grandchildren  •  Barbara Yazbeck 
Vethacke, 74, St. Clair Shores, Mich., 
she was known to many as Babs  •  
June Beverly Hill, 85, Sacramento, no 
one made creamed potatoes or fried 
sweet corn the way she did  •  Kimar-
lee Nguyen, 33, Everett, Mass., writer 
who inspired her Brooklyn high school 
students  •  Kamal Ahmed, 69, New 
York City, hotel banquet worker and 
Bangladeshi leader  •  Raymond Cope-
land, 46, New York City, sanitation 
worker living his fullest days  •  Israel 
Sauz, 22, Broken Arrow, Okla., new fa-
ther  •  Lester Eber, 82, New York, 
worked for over six decades in the 
wine and liquor industry  •  Harry P. 
Misthos, 87, San Francisco Bay Area, 
Calif., loved the ocean and enjoyed 
swimming and boating  •  Leo Sreeb-
ny, 98, Seattle, preferred bolo ties to 
neckties, suspenders to belts  •  Rob-
ert Barghaan, 88, New York City, could 
fix almost anything  •  Patricia H. 
Thatcher, 79, Clifton Park, N.Y., sang 
in her church choir for 42 years  •  
Howard Alexander Nelson Jr., 84, New 
Orleans, strong advocate for health 
care policy  •  Allan Joseph Dickson Jr., 
67, New Jersey, loved the Jersey Shore 
music scene  •  John Cassano, 70, Palos 
Park, Ill., family jokester  •  Eugene La-
mar Limbrick, 41, Colorado Springs, 
loved automobiles, especially trucks  
•  Jim J. Wolf Sr., 72, South Holland, Ill., 
known as “Big Wolf” to the basketball 
players he coached  •  Robert LeBlanc, 
87, Cambridge, Mass., worked in con-
struction and served in the Army  •  
Antoinette Marie Lutz, 91, Chester, 
Conn., candy striper at St. Raphael’s 
Hospital  •  Vincent G. Frainee, 68, Red-
lands, Calif., owned Frainee Water 
Trucks for 44 years  •  Andrew Kowal-
czyk, 63, Coral Gables, Fla., a heart of 
service  •  Jana Prince, 43, Gretna, La., 
social worker who dedicated her life 
to others  •  Joseph Migliucci, 81, White 
Plains, N.Y., fourth-generation owner 
of Mario’s restaurant, a Bronx institu-
tion  •  Reuben Gutoff, 92, New York 
City, founded Strategy Associates  •  
Gerard Rosenberg, 85, New York City, 
retired New York Supreme Court jus-
tice  •  Marty Derer, 56, New Jersey, 
loved to referee basketball games  •  
Harold Reisner, 78, Pittsburgh, took 
furniture repair to the level of an art 
form  •  Clark Osojnicki, 56, Stillwater, 
Minn., well known in the world of agil-
ity dog training  •  Kevin John Cahill, 
83, New York City, directed Alba 
House Cornerstone Bookstore in low-
er Manhattan  •  Janissa Delacruz, 31, 
Haverstraw, N.Y., known for having a 
smile on her face  •  Clifford J. Williams, 
81, Schaghticoke, N.Y., member for 
over 46 years of the Operating Engi-
neers Union, Local No. 106  •  Robert 
L. Crahen, 87, Waunakee, Wis., nick-
named “Boxcar Bob” for his luck in 
shaking dice  •  Elizabeth Batista, 57, 
Waterbury, Conn., unwavering faith 
and dedication to the Catholic Church  
•  Timothy Branscomb, 32, Chicago, al-
ways busy looking out for others  •  
Paul Warech, 86, Vineland, N.J., wide-
ly surmised he could have played Ma-
jor League Baseball  •  Marlon Alston, 
46, Chicago, bus driver and school se-
curity guard  •  Hailey Herrera, 25, New 
York City, budding therapist with a gift 
for empathy  •  James V. Walsh, 78, New 
Jersey, volunteered his time to church 
car raffles, fund-raisers and picnics  •  
Liudas Karolis Mikalonis, 86, Berkley, 
Mich., immigrated to New York from 
a German refugee camp after World 
War II  •  Gene Zahas, 78, Oakland, Ca-
lif., fierce advocate for educational op-
portunity  •  Mario Araujo, 49, Chicago, 
Chicago firefighter  •  William D. 
Greeke, 55, Massachusetts, thought it 
was important to know a person’s life 
story  •  Beatrice Rubin, 96, New Jer-
sey, her size belied her strength and 

spirit  •  Jack Butler, 78, Indiana, lived 
in the house he grew up in  •  Susan 
Grey Hopp Crofoot, 97, Westwood, N.J., 
took great joy in writing little ditties 
under her pen name, Penelope Pen-
wiper  •  James David Gewirtzman, 72, 
New City, N.Y., spent some of his hap-
piest hours hiking in the Adirondacks  
•  Henry F. Graff, 98, Greenwich, Conn., 
Columbia University historian of U.S. 
presidents  •  Mari Jo Davitto, 82, 
Thornton, Ill., people were her hobby  
•  Yaakov Perlow, 89, New York City, 
leader of the Novominsker Hasidic dy-
nasty  •  Joseph F. Kelly, 81, New York 
City, did two tours through the Pana-
ma Canal to Antarctica  •  John Prine, 
73, Nashville, country-folk singer who 
was a favorite of Bob Dylan  •  Perry 
Buchalter, 63, Florida, quiet hero  •  
Monica Maley, 74, Rehoboth Beach, 
Del., loved animals, had dogs and cats, 
and rode horses  •  Thomas Tarbell Rus-
sell, 83, Longmeadow, Mass., men-
tored by the computer science pioneer 
Grace Hopper  •  Ruth Skapinok, 85, 
Roseville, Calif., backyard birds were 
known to eat from her hand  •  Faralyn 
Havir, 92, Minnesota, her favorite 
thing was meeting new people  •  Tor-
rin Jamal Howard, 26, Waterbury, 
Conn., gentle giant, athlete and musi-
cian  •  James O’Brien Johnson, 74, Jo-
plin, Mo., pastor of Mt. Sinai Church 
of God in Christ  •  Joseph W. Ham-
mond, 64, Chicago, stopped working 
to look after his aging parents  •  Mor-
ris Loeb, 90, Northbrook, Ill., endless-
ly curious, never really finished  •  
Dante Dennis Flagello, 62, Rome, Ga., 
his greatest accomplishment was his 
relationship with his wife  •  Tommie 
Adams, 71, Chicago, moved antiques 
for more than 25 years  •  Myra Helen 
Robinson, 57, Detroit, more adept than 
many knew  •  Roger Mckinney-Wag-
ner, 73, Lowell, Mass., professor at the 
Salter School  •  Sean Christian Keville, 
47, New Providence, N.J., enjoyed 
talking sports with family  •  John Her-
man Clomax, Jr., 62, Newark, one of 
the few African-American corporate 
bond traders on Wall Street  •  José Tor-
res, 73, New York City, restaurateur 
favored by salsa music’s stars  •  Stu-
art Cohen, 73, New York City, Brook-
lyn cabbie who found a home in Bud-
dhism  •  Johnnie D. Veasley, 76, Coun-
try Club Hills, Ill., teacher’s aide  •  
Mary M. Desole, 93, Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., member of the Literacy Volun-
teers of America  •  Vera Flint, 97, Bev-
erly, Mass., face behind the counter at 
a family-owned grocery store  •  Mike 
Field, 59, Valley Stream, N.Y., first re-
sponder during the 9/11 attacks  •  Chi-
anti Jackson Harpool, 51, Baltimore, so-
cial worker and then a political fund-
raiser  •  Conrad Duncker, 99, Chicago, 
longtime dentist  •  Peter Kafkis, 91, 
Chicago, worked mostly factory jobs 
to support his family  •  Clara Louise 
Bennett, 91, Albany, Ga., sang her 
grandchildren a song on the first day 
of school each year  •  Ilona Murai Ker-
man, 96, New York, featured in multi-
ple Broadway productions  •  Mauricio 
Valdivia, 52, Chicago, wanted every-
one to feel welcome  •  Robert Dugal, 
58, Oak Park, Ill., advocate for others 
with disabilities  •  Sharyn Lynn Vogel, 
74, Aurora, Colo., photographer, gour-
met cook, sparkling hostess and trav-
eler  •  Robert Charles Bazzell, 88, No-
vi, Mich., helped drive the family car 
along Route 66  •  Claudia Obermiller, 
73, Nebraska, deep-hearted country 
girl  •  Reggie Bagala, 54, Lockport, La., 
Republican freshman in the state Leg-
islature  •  Richard Joseph Lenihan Jr., 
55, Pearl River, N.Y., man of faith and 
a proud Irish-American  •  Deyrold 
Arteaga, 66, Central Valley, N.Y., made 
friends everywhere he went  •  Estelle 
Kestenbaum, 91, Leonia, N.J., secre-
tary to a New Jersey judge  •  Artemis 
Nazarian, 88, Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 
opened a Los Angeles preschool  •  
Myles Coker, 69, New York City, freed 
from life in prison  •  Richard Alexan-
der Ross Jr., 66, Boynton Beach, Fla., 
lifelong karate instructor  •  Helen 
Boles Days, 96, Wynnewood, Pa., made 
what she had work for her  •  Marcus 
Edward Cooper Jr., 83, Louisiana, he 
loved his wife and said, “Yes, dear” a 
lot  •  Nelson Perdomo, 44, Middlesex 
County, N.J., veteran corrections offi-
cer and father of three  •  Rosemarie 
Amerosi, 87, New York City, retired 
bank teller  •  Timothy H. Gray, 66, Or-
leans, Ind., worked for the Orange 
County Highway Department  •  Tom-
mie Brown, 82, Gary, Ind., security 
worker who died the same day as his 
wife  •  Doris Brown, 79, Gary, Ind., wife 
who died on the same day as her hus-
band  •  Marie Scanlan Walker, 99, Lou-
isiana, never drew attention to herself  
•  Frances M. Pilot, 81, Wall, N.J., 
known as Big Momma to all who loved 
her  •  George J. Foerst Jr., 99, New Jer-
sey, called “The Captain” by friends 
and family  •  John B. Ahrens, 96, New-
ton, Mass., lifelong pacifist  •  Parker 
Knoll, 68, Indiana, a decades-long ca-
reer in ministry  •  Kerri Ann Kennedy-
Tompkins, 48, Garrison, N.Y., worked 
as a special education teacher for ma-
ny years  •  Rosemarie Franzese, 70, 
Nevada, former hairstylist and avid 
New York Yankees fan  •  Bernard Da-
vid Seckler, 95, Newton, Mass., math 
reader for Recordings for the Blind  •  
Samuel Hargress Jr., 84, New York 
City, owner of Paris Blues, a beloved 
Harlem jazz joint  •  Michael Lee Jor-
dan, 69, McLeansville, N.C., retired 
from Sears Outlet Stores as an assis-
tant manager  •  Merrick Dowson, 67, 
San Francisco Bay Area, Calif., noth-
ing delighted him more than picking 
up the bill  •  Wesley Richard Fahrbach 

Continued on Page 12

II, 69, Fremont, Ohio, known through-
out Ohio for his knowledge of local his-
tory  •  Harley E. Acker, 79, Troupsburg, 
N.Y., discovered his true calling when 
he started driving a school bus  •  Ar-
lola Rawls, 81, Chicago, caretaker of 
her neighborhood  •  Roger Liddell, 65, 
Flint, Mich., brought smiles to every-
one he interacted with    •  Luther Cole-
man, 108, Evergreen Park, Ill., man 
who seemed to know everything  •  De-
nise Camille Buczek, 72, Bristol, Conn., 
loved writing birthday and holiday 
cards, poems and lists    •  Charles Con-
stantino, 86, Menlo Park, N.J., worked 
40 years for The New York Times  •  
Ben Doherty, 83, Boston, stockbroker 
who founded Doherty Financial Ser-
vices  •  John Horton Conway, 82, New 
Brunswick, N.J., mathematician 
known as the “magical genius”  •  Stan-
ley Chera, 77, New York City, develop-
er and friend of the president  •  Rob-
by Browne, 72, New York City, Realtor 
and philanthropist who socialized with 
celebrities  •  Wynn Handman, 97, New 
York City, acting teacher and a found-
er of the American Place Theater  •  
Adam Kovacs, 72, New York City, car-
toonist and an expert on musicals  •  
Peter Brown, 53, New Jersey, manag-
er of the S.W. Brown & Son Funeral 
Home  •  Irene Gasior, 94, Pennsylva-
nia, great-grandmother with a flair for 
pizzelles  •  Stanley L. Morse, 88, Stark 
County, Ohio, trombonist who once 
turned down an offer to join Duke El-
lington’s orchestra  •  Margaret Laugh-
lin, 91, Massachusetts, had a mystic’s 
direct sense of wonder and oneness  •  
Cynthia Whiting, 66, La Plata, Md., re-
tiree determined to spoil her grand-
daughter  •  Steve Joltin, 75, Rockville, 
Md., I.T. manager with “an eye for 
beautiful and unusual things”  •  Ger-
ald Glenn, 66, Richmond, Va., police 
officer turned pastor  •  Maclear Jaco-
by Jr., 93, Washington, D.C., inspiring 
math teacher  •  Doris Mae Burkhart 
Kale, 98, Pennsylvania, excelled in the 
kitchen  •  Josephine Posnanski, 98, 
New Jersey, loved to dance   •  Phil 
Langley, 83, Frankfort, Ill., member of 
Harness Racing Hall of Fame  •  Vin-
ton Timely Mason, 86, Beaumont, 
Mich., co-owned the Bark-and-All log-
ging company  •  Maria Garcia-Rodelo, 
52, Nevada, would walk her children 
to school every morning  •  Fernando 
Miteff, 60, New York City, graffiti art-
ist with a generous spirit  •  John Wat-
son, 73, Philadelphia, anywhere he 
went, he took pictures  •  Joyce Posson 
Winston, 93, North Bergen, N.J., edi-
tor at the Ladies’ Home Journal  •  
John B. Lynch, 76, Wilmington, Mass., 
lifelong educator  •  Orlando Moncada, 
56, Bronxville, N.Y., left Peru and 
grabbed hold of the American dream  
•  John Schoffstall, 41, Terre Haute, 
Ind., volunteer youth football coach  •  
Theodore Gaffney, 92, Washington, 
D.C., photographer of the Freedom 
Riders  •  Alan A. Potanka, 68, Berlin, 
Conn., collector of stamps and coins  •  
Harold Davis Jr., 63, Chicago, radio 
host and youth advocate  •  Michael 
Giangrande Sr., 78, Bellmore, N.Y., 
“Mayor of Martin Avenue”  •  Timothy 
Ross, 68, Michigan, worked more than 
30 years for General Motors  •  Sher-
rell Stokes, 54, Chicago, active in her 
church  •  Larry Jones, 61, Chicago, 
longtime high school referee  •  Shir-
ley S. D’Stefan, 90, Florham Park, N.J., 
reader of books on birds and other 
wildlife  •  Billy Ross, 53, Milwaukee, 
staff member and mentor at the Mil-
waukee Rescue Mission  •  Helen Sil-
via, 96, Brockton, Mass., known as the 
“fashionista” in her nursing home  •  
Davis Begaye, 48, Cudei, N.M., worked 
at the Home Depot  •  Rose Mary In-
fantino, 88, Rye Brook, N.Y., daughter 
of Italian immigrants  •  Ann Sullivan, 
91, Woodland Hills, Calif., animator for 
Disney films, including “The Little 
Mermaid”  •  Norman Gulamerian, 92, 
New Providence, N.J., art supply busi-
nessman with a romantic streak  •  
Kenneth L. Jewel, 78, Mountain Lakes, 
N.J., exceptional radiologist  •  Jerzy 
Glowczewski, 97, New York City, last 
of the WWII Polish fighter pilots  •  
Joan M. Heaney, 77, Upper Brookville, 
N.Y., built the family heating-oil busi-
ness into a successful company  •  De-
lia Regina DiTullio, 91, Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., always put her children first  •  
Jeanne Stone Rusnak, 84, Endicott, 
N.Y., classy lady with style and ele-
gance  •  Anita Robinson, 94, Minneso-
ta, shared her knowledge and love of 
reading  •  William U. Roulette III, 93, 
Stroudsburg, Pa., enjoyed being a wa-
terman on his work boat on Chesa-
peake Bay  •  Antoinette Meyer, 95, 
Crownsville, Md., trailblazing deputy 
sheriff  •  Michael Wrotniak Jr., 92, Glen 
Cove, N.Y., brought the family to 
church every week  •  Marvin L. Thom-
as, 81, Sun Lakes, Ariz., a million-dol-
lar smile  •  Edmon C. Carmichael, 79, 
Detroit, pillar in the Detroit commu-
nity  •  Linda Nute, 61, Hazel Crest, Ill., 
home helper for many years  •  Lela 
Reed, 95, Country Club Hills, Ill., bab-
ysitter for the local church  •  Joan Ce-
cile Berngen, 69, Burbank, Ill., known 
for her amazing sense of humor  •  
Gwendolyn A. Carmichael, 72, Detroit, 
definition of love, loyalty, and the abil-
ity to serve others  •  James Lowell 
Miller Jr., 64, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
known as the bonfire builder  •  Dolo-
res A. Vail, 89, Torrington, Conn., her 
hobbies included reading, especially 
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Numbers alone cannot possibly
measure the impact of the coro-
navirus on America, whether it is
the number of patients treated,
jobs interrupted or lives cut short.
As the country nears a grim mile-
stone of 100,000 deaths attributed
to the virus, The New York Times
scoured obituaries and death no-
tices of the victims. The 1,000 peo-
ple here reflect just 1 percent of the
toll. None were mere numbers.

They Were Not Simply
Names on a List.
They Were Us.

U.S. DEATHS NEAR 100,000, AN INCALCULABLE LOSS
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Today,morning clouds giving way to
sunshine by the afternoon, high 65.
Tonight, cloudy, low 54. Tomorrow,
clouds giving way to sunshine, high
70. Weather map is on Page 23.
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Source: Reports from state and local health agencies.

The Toll: America Approaches Half a Million Covid Deaths

Each dot represents one death from Covid-19 in the U.S.

LAZARO GAMIO, LAUREN LEATHERBY, BILL MARSH AND ANDREW SONDERN/THE NEW YORK TIMES

APRIL 24
51,360

MAY 27
100,422

JULY 29
151,172

SEPT. 22
200,738

NOV. 18
250,415

DEC. 14
301,016

JAN. 2
350,343

JAN. 19
401,836

FEB. 3
450,703

AS OF
10 P.M. 
SATURDAY
497,380

55 days 
later, 
50,000 
deaths 
had 
been 
reported.

It took
33 days
to reach
the next
50,000
deaths.

63 days
to reach
the next
50,000
deaths.

55 days
to reach
the next
50,000
deaths.

57 days
to reach
the next
50,000
deaths.

26 days
to reach
the next
50,000
deaths.

19 days

17 days

15 days

Feb. 29, 2020: first report of a
U.S. death, in Washington State

Figures 
are based 
on 7-day 
rolling 
averages 
of U.S. 
virus 
deaths.
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SUNDAY REVIEW

Dog trainers are overwhelmed, thanks
to a boom in pet adoptions and sales,
spurred by work-from-home policies
and social isolation. PAGE 1

SUNDAY STYLES

Sit. Roll Over. Wait Your Turn.
To secure the release of an Israeli civil-
ian, Israel secretly agreed to finance a
supply of Russian-made Covid-19 vac-
cines for Syria, an official said. PAGE 9

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK 4-9

Israel Funds Vaccines for Syria
Yet another pandemic side effect: con-
sumers who are eager to make online
purchases, and not just of groceries.
Witness sales of Miracle-Gro. PAGE 1 
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Boredom Is Making Us Buy

Even as Texas struggled to re-
store electricity and water over
the past week, signs of the risks
posed by increasingly extreme
weather to America’s aging infra-
structure were cropping up across
the country.

The continent-spanning winter
storms triggered blackouts in
Texas, Oklahoma, Mississippi and
several other states. One-third of
oil production in the nation was
halted. Drinking-water systems
in Ohio were knocked offline.
Road networks nationwide were
paralyzed and vaccination efforts
in 20 states were disrupted.

The crisis carries a profound
warning. As climate change
brings more frequent and intense
storms, floods, heat waves, wild-
fires and other extreme events, it
is placing growing stress on the
foundations of the country’s econ-
omy: Its network of roads and
railways, drinking-water sys-
tems, power plants, electrical
grids, industrial waste sites and
even homes. Failures in just one
sector can set off a domino effect
of breakdowns in hard-to-predict
ways.

Much of this infrastructure was
built decades ago, under the ex-
pectation that the environment
around it would remain stable, or
at least fluctuate within predict-
able bounds. Now climate change
is upending that assumption.

“We are colliding with a future
of extremes,” said Alice Hill, who
oversaw planning for climate
risks on the National Security
Council during the Obama admin-
istration. “We base all our choices 

STORMS EXPOSING
A NATION PRIMED
FOR CATASTROPHE

CLIMATE CHANGE WRATH

Unprepared for Threats
Facing Power Grids,

Water and Roads

This article is by Christopher
Flavelle, Brad Plumer and Hiroko
Tabuchi.
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CHICAGO — A nation numbed
by misery and loss is confronting
a number that still has the power
to shock: 500,000.

Roughly one year since the first
known death by the coronavirus
in the United States, an unfathom-
able toll is nearing — the loss of
half a million people.

No other country has counted
so many deaths in the pandemic.
More Americans have perished
from Covid-19 than on the battle-
fields of World War I, World War II
and the Vietnam War combined.

The milestone comes at a hope-
ful moment: New virus cases are
down sharply, deaths are slowing
and vaccines are steadily being
administered.

But there is concern about
emerging variants of the virus,
and it may be months before the
pandemic is contained.

Each death has left untold num-
bers of mourners, a ripple effect of
loss that has swept over towns
and cities. Each death has left an
empty space in communities
across America: a bar stool where
a regular used to sit, one side of a
bed unslept in, a home kitchen
without its cook.

The living find themselves amid
vacant places once occupied by
their spouses, parents, neighbors
and friends — the nearly 500,000
coronavirus dead.

In Chicago, the Rev. Ezra Jones
stands at his pulpit on Sundays,
letting his eyes wander to the back
row. That spot belonged to Moses
Jones, his 83-year-old uncle, who
liked to drive to church in his
green Chevy Malibu, arrive early
and chat everybody up before set-
tling into his seat by the door. He
died of the coronavirus in April.

“I can still see him there,” said
Mr. Jones, the pastor. “It never
goes away.”

There is a street corner in
Plano, Texas, that was occupied 

U.S. VIRUS DEATHS 
NEARING 500,000
IN JUST ONE YEAR

MORE THAN IN 3 WARS

Empty Spaces in Cities, 
Towns, Restaurants,
Homes and Hearts

By JULIE BOSMAN
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WASHINGTON — Judge Mer-
rick B. Garland always made a
point of wearing a coat and tie
when he surveyed the wreckage
at the site of the 1995 Oklahoma
City bombing, the worst domestic
terrorist attack in American his-
tory.

He had been dispatched from
Washington to oversee the case
for the Justice Department, and
he told colleagues that he viewed
his daily uniform as a gesture of
respect for a community left dev-
astated after Timothy J. McVeigh
placed a 7,000-pound bomb in a
Ryder truck and blew up the Al-
fred P. Murrah Federal Building,
killing 168 people, including 19
children.

“It really looked like a war
zone,” Judge Garland said in re-
calling the destroyed and still-
smoldering building, part of an
oral history he participated in for
the Oklahoma City National Me-
morial and Museum. “The site
was lit up like a sun, like the mid-
dle of the day.” The worst part, he
said, was seeing the demolished
day care center. “There was noth-
ing there,” he said. “It was just a
big empty concave.” His own
daughters were 4 and 2 at the
time.

The Oklahoma City case, he lat-
er said, was “the most important
thing I have ever done in my life.”

When President Biden nomi-
nated Judge Garland last month
to be attorney general, the news
conjured up his ordeal in 2016 as
President Barack Obama’s
thwarted nominee to the Supreme
Court. But Judge Garland’s expe-
rience prosecuting domestic ter-
rorism cases in the 1990s was the
formative work of his career, from
the nuances of federal statutes
down to the feeling of broken glass
crunching beneath his dress
shoes.

The man has now met the mo-
ment. At his Senate confirmation
hearings starting on Monday, he
will almost certainly be asked
about the Department of Home-
land Security’s warning that the
United States faces a growing
threat from “violent domestic ex-

Garland Faces
Resurgent Peril

Of Extremism

Oklahoma City Attack
Shaped His Views

By MARK LEIBOVICH

Continued on Page 26

MOSCOW — Margarita Sim-
onyan, the editor in chief of the
Kremlin-controlled RT television
network, recently called on the
government to block access to
Western social media.

She wrote: “Foreign platforms
in Russia must be shut down.”

Her choice of social network for
sending that message: Twitter.

While the Kremlin fears an
open internet shaped by Ameri-
can companies, it just can’t quit it.

Russia’s winter of discontent,
waves of nationwide protests set
off by the return of the opposition
leader Aleksei A. Navalny, has
been enabled by the country’s free
and open internet. The state con-
trols the television airwaves, but
online Mr. Navalny’s dramatic ar-
rest upon arrival in Moscow, his
investigation into President Vla-
dimir V. Putin’s purported secret
palace and his supporters’ calls
for protest were all broadcast to
an audience of many millions.

For years, the Russian govern-
ment has been putting in place the
technological and legal infrastruc-
ture to clamp down on freedom of
speech online, leading to frequent
predictions that the country could
be heading toward internet cen-
sorship akin to China’s great fire-
wall.

But even as Mr. Putin faced the
biggest protests in years last
month, his government appeared
unwilling — and, to some degree,
unable — to block websites or take
other drastic measures to limit the
spread of digital dissent.

The hesitation has underscored
the challenge Mr. Putin faces as he
tries to blunt the political implica-
tions of cheap high-speed internet 

Russia Fears
But Can’t Quit
Open Internet

By ANTON TROIANOVSKI
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SAN DIEGO DE LOS ALTOS,
Venezuela — The moment Jo-
hanna Guzmán, 25, discovered
she was going to have her sixth
child she began to sob, crushed by
the idea of bringing another life
into a nation in such decay.

For years, as Venezuela spi-
raled deeper into an economic cri-
sis, she and her husband had
scoured clinics and pharmacies
for any kind of birth control, usu-
ally in vain. They had a third child.
A fourth. A fifth.

Already, Ms. Guzmán was cook-
ing meager dinners over a wood
fire, washing clothing without
soap, teaching lessons without pa-
per. Already, she was stalked by a
fear that she could not feed them
all.

And now, another child?
“I felt like I was drowning,” she

said.
As Venezuela enters its eighth

year of economic crisis, a deeply
personal drama is playing out in-
side the home: Millions of women
are no longer able to find or afford
birth control, pushing many into
unplanned pregnancies at a time
when they can barely feed the
children they already have.

Around Caracas, the capital, a
pack of three condoms costs $4.40
— three times Venezuela’s
monthly minimum wage of $1.50.

Birth control pills cost more
than twice as much, roughly $11 a
month, while an IUD, or intrauter-
ine device, can cost more than $40
— more than 25 times the min-
imum wage. And that does not in-
clude a doctor’s fee to have the de-
vice put in.

With the cost of contraception
so far out of reach, women are in-
creasingly resorting to abortions,
which are illegal and in the worst 

Lack of Birth Control Deepens
Women’s Burden in Venezuela

By JULIE TURKEWITZ and ISAYEN HERRERA

Johanna Guzmán with two of her six children in northern Vene-
zuela, where contraceptives are difficult to find, let alone afford.
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Naomi Osaka, 23, is now 4 for 4 in
Grand Slam finals after a straight-set
victory over Jennifer Brady, 25, who
was in her first Slam final. PAGE 35

SPORTS 35-37

Osaka Wins Australian Open

A $16,752 BILL Texans have
reported soaring electric fees
during a winter storm. PAGE 24

Today, plenty of sunshine, chilly,
high 36. Tonight, increasing cloudi-
ness, low 29. Tomorrow, intervals of
snow and rain, little to no accumula-
tion, high 41. Weather map, Page 30.
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